Neal O’Leary 

Biography

 
O’Leary is a Newfoundlander who grew up in Western Bay, a small community on the island’s east coast.  He prides himself in his ability to create unique, energetic sounds. Through the marriage of lyrics and melodies he has captivated endless groups of audiences.  Keeping a traditional mix of instruments and a very strong stage presence has much to do with his success. One might say that his music is able to reach the hearts of all ages.

In the early 1990’s a solo career brought O’Leary to eastern Ontario.  In 1997, however, when O’Leary could stay away no longer, he returned to the rock and formed a group that released their debut album Music In The Air.

March of 2001 saw the release of Up All Night.  With music industry professionals in radio and television all taking a liking to O’Leary’s second self-produced recording, the album immediately met with huge success.  That year he was nominated for Folk Roots Artist of the Year at the East Coast Music Awards.  In addition, he received six nominations in various categories at the Music Industry Association Awards.

In 2002 O’Leary completed the Music Industry Association Emerging Artist Tour that took in all Arts and Culture centers across Newfoundland and Labrador.  This was certainly an honor for O’Leary and he believes this tour played a vital role in bringing his music to a whole new level of appreciation.

Between 2001 and 2003, the people of Newfoundland also had the opportunity to see the Neal O’Leary Band perform in concert during a school tour titled Keeping Our Musical Heritage Alive.  This was a tour that O’Leary and his band enthusiastically organized and flawlessly executed.

O’Leary is currently in the process of releasing his third album, While I Was Gone, another self-produced recording made up almost entirely of his own tunes.  The album was recorded at Great Big Studios in St John’s NL.  O’Leary anticipates a successful future in the music industry and continues to promote the importance of creating original music.  In his eyes, that’s what being an artist and a performer is all about.

For further information and updates, see his website at:

www.nealoleary.ca

